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Abstract/ Summary 

A young boy named Nikolai has three questions he seeks the answers for. He seeks to know what 

is the best time to do things, who is the most important one, and what is the right thing to do. He 

goes to his three friends for answers, a heron, a monkey, and a dog. The answers he gets from 

them do not satisfy him, so he continues on his journey to get answers. He travels up a mountain 

to Leo, an old and wise turtle. While with Leo, he helps him with his garden and a storm breaks 

out. During the storm, he hears a panda crying out for help. He goes and saves the panda and 

reunites her with her child. After doing this, Nikolai is upset that he hasn’t gotten the answers to 

his questions yet. Leo explains to him that his experience helping the pandas answered his 

questions. The most important time is now, the most important one is the one you are with, and 

the most important thing to do is good for the one you are standing beside. Nikolai realizes his 

purpose and discovers his answers through an unexpected experience of helping others. 

 

Rationale 

● We chose this story because it has a strong, complex message that has been simplified for 

students to comprehend. The characters are all relatable and children can imagine them 

vividly. The text leaves spaces for students to pause, reflect, and have discussions with 

the class. The pictures are clear and enhance learning. 

● The Three Questions offers opportunities for students to understand a variety of 

perspectives. It provides an introduction to the complexities of the meaning of life; there 

isn’t one answer for every question.  

 

Key Understandings and Questions 

● What is the best time to do things?  

● Who is the most important one?  

● What is the right thing to do? 

● Who do you turn to when you need advice and have questions? 

Note: These questions are to give students space to have an open discussion and to keep 

them in mind while the story is being told. 



 

● One person or event can have a big impact on your life and perspectives. 

● An enriched life happens when you focus on the present moment 

 

Drama Learning Outcomes 

Students demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas of the book through participation in 

drama activities. They express a variety of ideas and perspectives through these activities. This 

includes students demonstrating empathy in role by taking the role of Nikolai through the 

conscious freewrite. In addition, through making sounds with their bodies they are showing a 

willingness to explore new ideas and activities. 

 

This activity demonstrates to students that drama can affect both personal and societal beliefs 

and attitudes. Through participating in the drama activities, such as answering the three questions 

for themselves, students are broadening their perspectives by acknowledging peers’ answers. By 

reflecting at the end how their answer has changed, they become aware of  how their attitudes 

and beliefs can be affected by participating in drama activities.  

 

Students show an excitement to actively participate in the lesson, they use their voice and 

movement of the whole body to effectively demonstrate and portray scenes in the book. They 

incorporate production elements to enhance the story. This can be seen when the class uses 

physical movements to create the storm sounds portrayed in the story. When working in small 

groups, leadership is shown by actively participating and staying on-task. If other group’s work 

is different to theirs, respect and understanding is shown.  

 

Students are able to reflect on other students’ presentations by observing what they see, such as 

in the tableaux. In this exercise, students must point out what they see and reflect on others work. 

Furthermore, students actively participate and focus when other students are sharing informally 

and formally. This is done in the tableau, conscience alley, and the end reflection.  

 

 



 

Two cross-curricula outcomes 

In this story drama students will be able to make connections with the language arts curricula by 

using personal experiences and knowledge to connect to the text and develop understanding of 

self, community, and world. Students will further their understanding by exchanging ideas and 

perspectives to build a shared understanding, helping them to develop and apply expanding word 

knowledge. These curricular competencies can be seen in the “Building Context” activity, where 

students will brainstorm and share ideas in small groups to build collaborative and individual 

understandings. Students will also consider different purposes, audiences, and perspectives in 

exploring texts. This is demonstrated in the “Conscious Alley” activity, allowing students to 

think and speak from the perspective of the protagonist Nikolai. 

 

The content of the story drama lesson allows students the opportunity to use social studies 

inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and 

communicate findings and decisions. Students will be able to further differentiate between 

intended and unintended consequences of events, decisions, and developments, and speculate 

about alternative outcomes (cause and consequence). These curricular competencies can be seen 

in the final reflection. This reflection will provide students with a safe environment to discuss 

what they liked and did not like about the book, and how their answers and perspectives of the 

three questions changed from the start to the end of the lesson. 

 

1. Building Context 10 Minutes  

 

Grouping: Four to five groups (depending on class size) 

Divided equally 

 

Strategy: Brainstorming key questions 

 

Administration: Large chart paper, one sheet for each group with each of the 

three questions on it; felt markers for writing 



 

Focus: To build collaborative and individual meanings 

 

Divide class into groups and provide each group with a chart paper and felt markers. 

 

Teacher: In your groups, write down the three questions on the chart paper 

in front of you. Brainstorm answers to these questions and write 

them down for a class discussion. Work quickly.  

 

When the students seem to have generated enough ideas, continue onto the next step. 

 

Teacher: I ask that every group bring their large sheet of paper up to the 

board. (They do.) Let’s discuss some of the answers you all came 

up with together. Let’s take note of all the various perspectives and 

ideas.  

 

Take a few minutes to discuss the answers to the three questions that each group came up with.  

 

Teacher: Now That you are done brainstorming, write down an individual 

answer to each question which we will use for a reflection at the 

end of class (They do.) 

 

2. Introducing Characters 7 Minutes  

 

Grouping: Whole group 

 

Strategy: Milling  

 

Administration: Students act out various characters in the story 

 



 

Focus: Introduction to characters in story 

 

Teacher: Everyone form a circle. (They do.) Now begin walking in any 

direction. When I say Mill as, you are going to walk around and 

act as that thing. Mill as Sonya the Herron. (They do.) Now Mill as 

Nikolai, a curious boy. (They do.) Now mill as Gogal the monkey. 

(They do.) Mill as Pushkin the dog. (They do.) Mill as Leo the old, 

wise, turtle. (They do.) Mill as a panda. (They do.) Now act as if 

you are a panda that is injured. (They do.) 

 

3. The Three Questions Start and pause style to do activities 

 

Grouping: Whole group 

 

Strategy: Reading aloud 

 

Administration: Text of The Three Questions 

 

Focus: Introducing the context of the story; gathering information 

 

Teacher reads story while showing pictures, stopping it occasionally for activities (listed below) 

and discussions/questions students may have. 

 

4. Making abstract concepts concrete (pause after pg. 3) 10 Minutes  

 

Grouping: Four to five groups (depending on class size) 

Divided equally 

 

Strategy: Tableau  



 

Administration: A working space for each group 

 

Focus: Using their bodies to convey meanings that are basic to the 

Story. 

 

Teacher: With the questions from the book and the brainstorming that we 

did at the beginning of the class, you are going to use everyone in 

your group to create a frozen image. This will represent your 

interpretation of the answers of Nikolai’s friends. I am going to 

split you up into groups and give each group a piece of paper with 

the question you will be creating your tableau on. 

 

Break class into groups. Give each group a piece of paper with the question on it. After the 

groups create their tableau, get the students to point out what they see. Then have the groups 

explain what is in their tableau.  

 

Teacher: Thank you very much, those were great tableau’s. These were 

great representations of how we may answer these questions in our 

everyday lives.  

 

Continuation of activity 3, read The Three Question aloud while showing pictures.  

 

5. Making abstract concepts concrete (pause after pg. 9) 5 Minutes  

 

Grouping: Pairs (*if uneven numbers, groups of 3 is fine) 

 

Strategy: Improv  

 

Administration: A working space for each pair  



 

Focus: Using the characteristics we know about the wise turtle to 

brainstorm what advice the turtle might give Nikolai. 

 

Teacher: In a moment, I’m going to ask you to find a partner. You are going 

to discuss what you think the turtles advice to Nikolai will be. So 

everyone find a partner. (They do.) Decide who will start as 

Nikolai and who will be Leo, the turtle. Nikolai will have the first 

sentence.  

 

After a minute or two, switch roles.  

 

Teacher: Now everyone switch roles and do the activity again. 

 

Continuation of activity 3, read The Three Question aloud while showing pictures.  

 

6. Auditory Learning (pause after pg. 11) 10 Minutes  

 

Grouping: Whole group 

 

Strategy: Sound making 

 

Administration: Pages 11-16 of The Three Questions 

 

Focus: Exploring the context of the certain situations through 

making auditory sounds 

 

Teacher: In this section of the book Nikolai is stuck in a storm. We are 

going to make the sounds to represent the storm. When I come 

around and point to you, start making the sound by copying the 



 

action I am doing. Start by rubbing the palms of your hands 

together. (They do.) Do you hear the sound of wind? Now snap 

your fingers to make the sound of a light rainfall. (They do.) Now 

stomp your feet to add in the sound of a heavy rainfall. (They do.)  

 

Split class into sections by dividing into 6 groups. Each group alternates the sounds they have 

just practiced. Group 1 and 4 are Wind, 2 and 5 are light rain, and 3 and 6 are heavy rain. 

 

Teacher: Now I want every group together to practice before we do it to the 

reading (Practice run.)  

 

Teacher continues on to read pages 11-16 while students make the sounds of the storm. 

 

7. Consciousness Alley (pause at pg. 16) 10 Minutes  

 

Grouping: Individual and whole group 

 

Strategy: Writing in role 

 

Administration: Page 16 in The Three Questions, paper and pencils  

 

Focus: Seeing the story from Nikolai’s perspective  

 

Teacher: Everyone get out a piece of paper and a pencil. We are 

going to do a quick free write. Imagine you are Nikolai, what 

Would you be thinking running out into the storm alone to find this 

baby panda? You have 3 minutes to do a free write. Write down 

anything that comes to your mind. (They do.) Finish up the 

sentence you are writing. Now underline the word or phrase you 



 

think is most important. (They do.) Next, I am going to ask for 

volunteers. We need someone to be Nikolai and someone to be the 

baby panda.  

 

Place “Nikolai” at one end of the room and the “baby panda” at the other end. 

 

Teacher: Now I need 10 students to come up with their underlined phrase. 

I need 5 people on each side lined up. Stagger, don’t be right in 

front of the person on the other side. (They do.) Nikolai is going to 

walk slowly through the middle to the panda. When Nikolai walks 

by you, say your phrase. (They do.) 

 

Continuation of activity 3, finish reading The Three Question while showing pictures.  

 

8. Reflection 5 Minutes  

 

Grouping: Whole group 

 

Strategy: Reflecting 

 

Administration: A  space for discussion to take place  

 

Focus: Exploring how the students feel at the end of the book 

 

Teacher: Now that we have finished reading the story, I’d like you to think 

about how it makes you feel. At the beginning of the class, I had 

you write down your answer to the three questions this book asked. 

Now that it is done, have your answers changed? What do you 

think about the answers the turtle Leo explained to Nikolai?  



 

9. Book Draw 3 Minutes  

 

Grouping: Whole group 

 

Strategy: Book draw for a student to take a copy home to share with 

others. 

 

Administration: The Three Questions book 

 

Focus: Choosing an animal to act out  

 

Teacher: Who enjoyed reading this book? (They respond.) Who would like 

the opportunity to take this book home? (They respond.) We’re 

going to do a book draw. This is similar to heads or tails. To win 

this book, I’m going to draw a name of an animal from this bowl. 

You can choose to be either a monkey, a dog, or a turtle. If you are 

acting out the animal picked you can stay in until the next round. 

We will keep playing until there is only one animal left! Monkeys 

stick your hands out on your hips and crouch down and yell “ooo 

oo ahh ahh.” If you want to be a dog, go on all fours and yell 

“woof.” If you would like to be a turtle, crouch down and hide in 

your shell! Ready?  

 

Keep pulling names of the three animals from bucket, return the paper that was pulled back into 

the bucket every time. Give book to last remaining player. 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessment: 

 

Check off which students demonstrate and engage in the material being presented 

 

 Student asks 

and responds to 

questions to 

create meaning 

Student applies 

a variety of 

forms to 

express 

feelings, 

intentions, and 

attitudes of 

particular 

characters 

Student reflects 

on and shares 

their 

experiences of 

working in role 

Student 

demonstrates 

individual 

responsibility 

within the 

group when 

developing, 

rehearsing, and 

presenting 

drama work 

Student name     

“               ”     

“               ”     

“               ”     

“               ”     
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